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- City Charter. Tha Legislatara.
We observed a petition in circulation

in Lawrence the other day for signatures,
praying the Territorial Legislature to le-

galize the bogu3 City Charter of Law-

rence. The Legislature might, with

equal propriety, legalize the Lecompton,
or the Topeka Constitution. The Char-

ter was framed by a few individuals out-

side of any law. Bnt a very few partici-

pated in getting it up ; it was endorsed by
but 120 votes out of the 700 or 800 with-

in the city limits ; the officers under it
were elected by a like minority of the
people, and all its acts have been gross

usurpations which the people have not
recognized. It originated with those who
were desirous of putting the Topeka gov-

ernment in motion even in antagonism to
the Federal government, and is but a fac-

tional movemenl at best. . To introduce
such an element in the Legislature would
be to produce discord where harmony is
desired. If legalized, it would create a
bitter controversy in the town," which it
would require long years to heal.

A city charter i3 much desired for Law-

rence. We trust the Legislature, at an
early day, will pass a general act, which
the legal voters of an incorporated town
can vote upon, and if formally accepted
by a majority of the legal voters proper
public notice having been given of the
time and place of holding the election
then it shall become the fundamental
law of such city, and officers may be
elected under it.

A legislative body should never forget
that though it may be elected by a party,
yet they are legislating for the whole peo-
ple. Their acts are not for y, but
for all time. They affect the weal or woe
cf millions who come after them. Every
law should be scrutinized with the deep
est interest, to see that it contains none of
those elements which have made laws
objectionable in other ages of the world,
and the makers of them infamous.

It is a proud day for Lawrence to see
the people's representatives from all parts
of the Territory here in session engaged
in giving legal form to the DOuular will.
They were welcomed by a Legislative
Party on Thursday, which, we venture to
say, wa3 the most joyous one witnessed
in Lawrence since its first settlement.

Worthy of Border Eudan.
" An election, or semblance of an elec-

tion" was held in Mound City, in Linn
county, the other day. Ninety-tw- o votes
were cast in the forenoon for Judge
Smith, as Governor, under the Lecomp-
ton Constitution, and a similar vote for
the balance of the ticket James Mont-
gomery, a Senator under the Topeka Con
stitution, in violation of the late act of
the Legislature, making it a criminal of--

fence to interfere in any manner so as to
cause an "irregularity," or prevent a fair
expression of the popular will through
the force and violence,
after the manner of the Border Ruffians at
Leavenworth two years ago, break up,
and utterly destroy the ballot-bo-x, though
he was professing to be a Free State man,
while none but Free State votes had been
deposited in said ballot-bo-

We have all the particulars in regard to
that damnable transaction, and it is
enough to excite the injured parties to
violence. Montgomery was not willing
the people should vote, and after some of
them had done so, he made some weak- -

kneed Free State men believe it was
improper to do so ; and then he demand
ed, and claimed the right, to take tick
ets out of the ballot-bo- x. Like a true
Border Ruffian, because this privilege was
denied his friend, he broke the ballot-bo- x

into pieces. A fit act for a person who
wishes to enslave a free people, but an
outrage not to be tolerated in a professed
Free State man. ;

We are happy to learn that Montgomery
will be prosecuted and punished under
the law passed by our own Free State
Legislature, which was designed to pre
serve the purity of the ballot-bo- x ; but
we are extremely mortified that almost
the first nmspmiMrvn nnitor tho lour l

be a Free State man, a member of the
Topeka Legislature. The people of Linn
county should everywhere express their
disapprobation of that act, and hold the
author of it up to the public as worthy of
general execration.

Riley County all Eight
Mr. Babbt, a Representative in the

Territorial Legislature, from Riley County,
says that the people there had resolved to
go into the election on the 4th inst, and
were greatly disappointed when they

.. .1 J - r .i -ucaru oi me action of the Delegate Con-

vention. So determined
vote, they had resolved to vote the anti- -

aiuhjusuc uc&et, snouid that
party make a nomination of a State ticket,
and the Free State party should not nom-
inate any. They had nominated Mr.
Mead for Senator, and would have sup-
ported him, but when they learned that
he was nominated for Statu Tw.--.

11WUIC(
they dropped htm for Senator and nomi--
naieu ur. fltaiiiB m nis place. Their
entire representative ticket wu
and a large vote was cast for the State
ticket.

The vote of Riley county was recorded
in the Delegate Convention, by some
person who . knows nothing about the
voice of the people, against voting, while
the people took the opposite position and
did vote. Those .who know nothing
about the popular feeling should cot mis-

represent the people in public convention,

Our Policy Endorsed.

The following letter speaks for itself.
Though evidently not intend ed for the
public eye, yet we trust the author will
excuse the liberty we take - with it The
whole tone of our correspjndence for the
last few weeks indicate, ' a 'general ap
proval of our policy: i ' "

r Bostok, Dec. 24, '57. .

Deab Sib: Please accept the enclosed
Five - Dollars, a, a humble testimonial
towards yourself as ,an active opponent of
the measures of the bla very rropagand-ist- s

in Kansas.
I should be exceedingly happy to con-

tribute liberally towards greasing the
wheels of the Herald of Freedom a paper
that has certainly been devoted to the
cause of Freedom, with an energy of
purjKJse that is indeed praiseworthy.

Truly Yours &c,
GEO. W. CARNES.

O. W, Bbows, Esq.
Mr. Cabses will accept our thanks for

contribution. When hun- -hi j generous
drtxls are writing us t'oat the times are so

hard and morey so scarce that they can

not renew their subscriptions, though they
hartfly know how to get along without
the Herald of Freedom ; and others write
that they subscribed in the past, merely
out of compliment to the editor, being
able to get the news nearly as early
through their eastern papers ; and still
others that they subscribed for the pur
pose of enabling us to revive the paper ;
in conseojuuence of which our almost en
tire recei pts are cut off at a time like the
present, t is a pleasure to receive letters
like the above. And it is a still greater
satisfaction to know that our course meets
the approbation of those true friends of
the cause, whose only efforts have been
for freedom.

Notwithstanding the tight times, and

all that, such tokens of approval go far
towards reconciling us to our fortune.

Bridge, fcc, at Tecmsseh.

We leain that the Tecumseh Bridge

Company are yet pushing forward their
project of spanning the Kansas river at
that place with iron. Being exclusively

of stone and iron it necessarily takes
much, time, and a large amount of money

to complete it, but there is a gratification

in knowing that it will be permanent and
an honor to the Territory. The iron
work is in progress at Cincinnati, while

6n the ground fJill one half of the quar-

rying and stone cutting is finished.

Though Tecumseh has made less noise

in the world than some other places, yet
she has been gradually pushing on her
improvements, generally erecting a better
set of buildings than any other inland
town in Kansas, unloss, perhaps it is Law-

rence. It was started, under ry

influences, but like every other town in
Kansas settled under similar auspicies, un
less it is Oxford, the population has grad-

ually assumed a mixed character, and
then the Free State party has the ascend
ency. We are assured that there is less
personal bickering and strife there be-

tween the two parties than at any other
place in the Territory where the two op-

posing parties are settled together.
The town company are holding out

good inducements to mechanics and busi-

ness men to settle in the place. It is rep-
resented that there is no safer place to
make investments in the Territory than
there. When the Bridge is completed,
which will be at an early day in the
spring, the travel from Leavenworth, and
points above on the Missouri, in the direc-

tion of Burlingame, Council Grove, Em
poria, Hesperia and Sante Fe, will be by
the way of Tecumseh.

Cheering Hewa.

We have reliable intelligence from all
parts of the Territory, and it gives us
pleasure to announce that the

Ticket is elected for State officers,
by a majority of several thousand. We
have also a majority, in both branches of
the Legislature. Gross frauds were per-

petrated at Kickapoo, Shawnee and Ox-

ford, but the civil authorities are in search
of the Judges and Clerks, and are deter-

mined to bring them to justice.
Whatever action Congress may see fit

to take in regard to the admission of
Kansas under the Lecompton Swindle,
we are now prepared for it, and the free-

dom of Kansas is firmly secured beyond
the possibility of a doubt Again we
say, 'friends rejoice with us,' Kansas is
free!

The voting policy has prevailed, and
the glorious result before us is attributable
to the energetic action of the old standard
bearers of the party, who engaged in this
contest with heart and soul, against time,
and many disparaging circumstances.

We would rather that all our riends
had shared in the honor of gaining this
victory, but we have no censures for those
who adopted another line of policy, only
we hope they will' not claim, in a few
weeks, that they were always in favor of
voting.

Hamlin.
A gentleman from Brown county states

that in March last a party cf men from

Maine settled in the northern part of
Brown county, and located a town on

section nine, township two, range sixteen,

and commenced improvements. - They
have a steam saw mill now in operation,

and have commenced improvements on a
liberal scale. With the opening of next
spring they will have a fair start, with
stores, mechanic 6hops, schools, and all
the other paraphernalia of a well organ

ized countv town. Apostoffice is already
located there, and application has been

made to Congress, for a post route from
Iowa Point, via Hamlin, to Marysville.

Hamlin is on a line from Lawrence to
Nebraska City, and the road from Topeka
to Nebraska City will intersect the Law-
rence road at this point '

(k The several sewin? societies in
Lawrence gave a Union TWJval 't tb
Johnson
rm

House,
.on Tuesday

.
evening

.
last

x nere were nearly two ' hundred persons
in attendance. The suppeT served up by
the hostess of the Johnson House, was
Terr excellent, and did credit to the
ladies engaged in preparing it A tear
speech, made by Gen. Laxe. about run
o'clock in the, evening, precipitated mat-
ters, and broke no the serial rirri
till then had been unusually interesting.

They were from ACiwoori.

The people of Kansas did not partici-patej- n

the election on the 21st ult They

could see nothing to gain by voting on

the Constitution either for or against Sla-

very, as there was but little difference in

the instrument whether one feature or the

other should.carry; for it is a ry

instrument either way. At Oxford.Shaw-ne- e,

Kickapoo, and probably Lightning

Creek, in McGee county, the vote was

large for the Constitution with Slavery,

but at Lawrence, Topeka, Tecumseh,

Burlingame, Emporia, Ossawotomie, is,

and other real towns south of

the river ; as well as at Leavenworth,

Delaware, Wyandott &c, on the north
side of the river there was no vote for it,
and only a very small one against it Most

of the real votes cast on the 21st ult,
were cast by invaders from Missouri. Let
that fact be born in mind, and Members

of Congress may rely upon it and on this
assertion may base any remarks they are
disposed to make, with a certainty that an
investigation will sustain this assertion.

Underground Post Route.

A friend- - writes us from Westport, Mo.,
that in cleaning out a well in that place a
few day3 ago, they found several mail
bags, containing a large number of letters
directed to Lawrence, K. T. The letters
were principally dated in. June and Au
gust of 1856. In one letter was found a
$ 100 draft, which was so defaced that
the names upon it could not be decipher
ed. The well was in the occupancy of
King, the editor of the Border Ruffian at
the time of the occurrence. It will be
remembered that Col. H. O. Boon was
postmaster at Westport at that time. The
parties concerned are laboring to suppress
the facts which were developed in con-

nection with it but we have the whole in
our possession, which we shall not hesi-

tate to make public in due time. We
are accumulating a mass of fact3 in regard
to the former management of the West-po-rt

postofiice which will make the friends
of even the late ruffian postmaster there,
" tremble in their boots."

Giv as the Evidence.
For the two last weeks our subscribers

at Lecompton have not received their
papers, though mailed regularly from
this office. The fault is not with the
Lawrence Postmaster, nor with the Post
master at Kanwaca. The United States
Statutes make it a penalty of $500, to
withhold any mail matter sent to any
post office in the United States. If any
of our subscribers at Lecompton will be
to the trouble of furnishing evidence that
the Herald of Freedom, sent to that office,

is not promptly delivered to subscribers,
we will commence a criminal investiga-
tion of "the matter, and will labor to put
Mr. Roderique right before the Country,
as well as before a Grand and Petit Jury.
The time has been when Postmasters in
Kansas, like all other federal officersf
could disregard the law with impunity,
but the order of things has changed.
Though "new rulers" may not "make new
laws," yet they will enforce some old
ones to good purpose.

The Lecompton Fostoffice.
When our friends visit Lecompton

again it would be well to appoint a Com-

mittee to investigate the manner the Post
ofiice is managed at Lecompton. Indeed
it would be well for the friends of that
town to investigate the matter themselves.
The postmaster at that place for seve
ral weeks, has suppressed the Herald of
Freedom. If suppressed this week we
shall employ means to suppress him
forthwith. Had the postofiice at that
place been properly managed it is proba
ble the Legislature would have been in
session there y, but it is a notorious
fact that the office has been subject to the espi
onage of a set ofpolitical tricksters for two
years past, and many valuable letters and
papers have been abstracted from the
office, by whom we say not

H. B. Williams a Senator.
w e are happy to observe that our old

friend and fellow prisoner, H. H. Will
iams, Esq., is elected to the Senate under
the Lecompton swindle. Williams is a
first rate fellow, and just the right kind of
a person to be in the Senate to defeat the
Lecompton nsurpation. If our friends
had been active everywhere, and all had
voted, instead of but two or three majori
ty in each branch of the Legislature, we
should have been in the possession of
every officer under that instrument In
that case Congress could take just such
action as it pleased in regard to us. If
admitted into the Union under that Swin
die in sixty days we would have franjed
anew Constitution which would have
reflected the popular feeling.

A Strong Position.

If Kansas is not already admitted into
the Union under the Lecompton Consti
tution, what more powerful argument can
be urged against it than for Hon. Mabcus
J. Paeeott, the Representative in Con
gress, elected by the people under that
instrument, to stand up in his place, and
say that though he holds a seat in Con
gress by virtue of that instrument, yet it
is a gross fraud upon the people, a usurp-

ation everywhere repudiated, and that his
instructions are to do all in his power to
defeat it from becoming the law of the
land.

By the way, Parrott is pretty well en
dorsed. He was elected to Congress un
der the Topeka Constitution in August ;

the Territorial Government in October ;

and the Lecompton. Swindle on the 4th
inst Nobody will think of questioning
his right to a seat in that body.

Subjects of Sympathy.

We pity those poor fellows who wasted

so many columns of choice space in their
respective journals m denouncing the
Brown Convention," as they term it,

"wherein from fifteen to twenty persons

participated in Brown's Cellar Kitchen,"
and nominated a State ticket It was fit

they should write, talk, and act as they
did ; but it must be extremely mortify
ing to them to see the position they occu-

py before the people of Kansas. We
have nothing to say. "

Letter-write- rs and
journalists are each requested to keep as

quiet as they can, for the people have
passed judgment upon them. '

Exciting Debate.

The N. Y. Tribune has a letter from
Washington, of the 22d ult, detailing a
discussion in the Senate, between Messrs.
Sttjabt of Michigan, Fitch of Indiana,
and Douglas of Illinois. Mr. Fitch
made a violent attack on Senator Douglas,
which brought the latter gentleman to
the floor. The correspondent thus speaks
of the matter :

During the latter part of Mr. Fitch's
speech the Little Giant had laid perfect-
ly motionless in his chair with his back
to thf orator who was so bitcrTy assailing
mm. as tne speech went on his interest
in it was manifested only by the angry
knitting of his brows and the increased
glowing of his deep-s- et eyes. When
Mr. Fitch sat down and Douglas slowly
rose to his feet, there was a hushed mur-
mur through the crowded , hall that indi
cated how deep was the interest and the
expectation of the audience. He made a
magnificent rejoinder, compact, forcible
and ingenious, and delivered with a proud,
fierce energy of gesture and a sonorous
ringing of his fine voice that made it one
of the most impressive displays of orato-
ry I have ever witnessed. The mere
sight of him was an imposing picture of
animai ana intellectual strength and pow-
er as he walked slowly to and fro across
the Senate floor, tossing his shaggy locks
as an angry lion tosses his mane, jerking
out his sharp, sinewy sentences, and turn-
ing now and then upon the gentleman
from Indiana, and vehemently demand-
ing, with a stamp of his foot what he
meant by comparing him to Aaron Burr ?
Or by accusing him of his ambitious
schemes to break down the Democratic
party ? Or by his vague innuendoes and
dark insinuations ? Or by imputing to
him as a crime nis dissent from the Pres-
ident on some particulars relating to Kan-
sas ? " What if I do differ from the
President ? I have not become the ser-
vile tool of any President to receive and
obey his instructions against my own
judgment and sense of right"

xie spoKe wun outer coniempt 01 the
Lecompton faction in Kansas, and declar
ed that but for the protection of the Uni
ted States troops, the people would not
let them stay a day m the Territory.
Again he warned the Senate that if this
attempt to force a Constitution upon Kan
sas against the wishes of nine- - tenths of
the people were persisted in, civil war
would be the result

In conclusion, referring to these repeat-
ed attacks upon him, he said he asked no
mercy, he should shrink from no contro-
versy. If the design were to bring him
out and exhibit his strength by repeated
assaults, ho would foil that design by
making no reply to them until a suffieien
number were collected to merit his no
tice, when he would give a raking fire at
the whole group.

Got. Walker's AboUnonism.
The press can't be satisfied without

fault-findin- g. A short time ago the New
England Society, prompted by the high- -

toned national spirit which characterized
Gov. Walkee'8 letter of resignation,
wrote that gentleman a letter, inviting
him to visit their Society, and participate
in an anniversary dinner. The Governor
replied in his usual happy way ; but the
Boston Courier, an old Whig paper, "smelt
a rat" underlying the Governor's letter,
so it puoiisnea tne louowing, among
other things :

"Of course, Gov. Walker must have
learned (we presume from his invitation)
how thoroughly the political Anti-Slave-

sentiment had infected that Associ-
ation, which he ought to have seized the
occasion to rebuke rather than encourage ;
but on the contrary, he could not have
addressed them in a more congenial spirit;
if he had written with the pen or spoken
with the tongue of brother Cheever,
Ward Bcecher, or even Mr. Garrison him
self."

A New England journal complaining of
Gov. Walkeb because he is too strongly
tinctured with abolitionism ! What next?

Kot Much to Boast of.
We stated last week that Mr. Waldex,

of Quindaro, misrepresented the position
of his constituents in the Delegate Con-

vention held in Lawrence on the 22d and
23d ult. in recording his vote against
voting at the election on the 4th. We
understand a public meeting was held on
his return and the matter was discussed
at length. On the final vote forty-fou- r

decided in favor of voting, and forty-tw-o

against it Though we are sustained by
the figures, yet we are frank to admit the
difference is not so great as we had sup-
posed, or as our informant in the other
case had represented. We could not
knowingly do the least injustice to our
friend of the Chindowan, so we make this
statement for his benefit

07" Those journals all over the country
which were most bitter, and even violent
against us for our support of Gov. Walk-
eb when in the right branding us as be-

ing the " Herald of Walker," are now
abounding with column after column of
articles vindicating that gentleman.
Even the N. Y. Tribune has come to the
rescue at last If those journals had
shown a different spirit several months
earlier it would have been more credita
ble to them, and better for the cause of
feeedom, which they severely prejudiced
by their bitterness towards this gentle-

man. .

The Topeka Constitution.
The love for the Topeka Constitution

is said not to be on account of the excel-

lence of that instrument, or the popular-
ity of the officers elected under it, but
because it embodies the principles of pop-

ular sovereignty. Any other Constitution,
owing its origin to the popular will,
may bo just as popular as the Topeka
Constitution, and far less exceptionable.
Let us have a new one, then, as speedily
as possible, which is not lacking excel-

lence, or popular officers.

05 Those persons who were active in
preventing the people from voting for offi-

cers under the Lecompton Constitution on
Monday, last, with the view of getting
possession of it to crash that instrument,
are highly criminal, in our estimation, for
their act?, and deserve the reproach of
the friends of the cause. If it should
prove that we are defeated, which we
have confidence is not the case, they are
responsible forit, and on them be the con-

sequences. .' --

World Uores.
We are happy to observe that some of

the Kara? papers which have been the
most violent in favor of the Topeka Con.

stitution, and opposed to any relief trom
Congress, are now advocating the passage
of an enabling act by that body. " The
world moves." : There is proof of it and
we are truly grateful that such is the case.

Hews of the Week..

We have no news of importance from

Washington since our last Congress had
adjourned over for the holidays, and it
will be several days1 before we get any
further intelligence from that quarter.

The troubles at Fort Scott are fully at
an end, save the legal trials which will
grow out of it A letter from Mr. Ceaw--

fobd probably tells the facts in regard v o

their origin.
The Territorial and Topeka Legi sla-tur- es

are both in session in Lawrenc e.

The latter will not attempt to comp'ueate
matters, and the former is dispos ed to
adopt a moderate judicious policy which
will commend itself very generally to the
people, and be consistent with the past
action of the Free State party. , ,

Acting Gov. Denver has taken up his

temporary residence in Lawrence, and will
remain here until the adjournment of the
Legislature.

By reference to other articles it will be
seen that the people have again tnumrjh-e- d,

and that the party, and
their abettors, are defeated.

The Herald of Freedom establishment
is no longer for sale, but it has resolved to
go on and triumph to the end.

Latest News.

Franklin county, three voting precincts

heard from. The vote stands 304 Free
State to 3 y. Centropolis gave

158 votes for the Ticket
for State officers, and 3 Pro -- slavery.

Burlingame gave 98 votes for the Free
State ticket, and 112 against the Consti-

tution.
Neosho City polled 57 votes against

the Constitution, and the same vote fori
the State officers.

Burlington gave 220 votes against the
Constitution, part, only, for the State
ticket

Linn county has elected the Free State
ticket; as has Shawnee, Lykins, Jefferson,
Calhoun, Biley, Pottowotomie, Brecken-ridg- e,

Bichardson, Allen, Coffey, Brown,

Nemaha, Atchison, Leavenworth and
Douglas counties; giving us 31 out of 44
members in the House; and 14 out of 19

in the Senate, upwards of two-thir- ma-

jority in each branch of the Legislature,
" Brown's Cellar Kitchen, nomination"

smokes strongly of being more popular
with the people than it is with political
tricksters.

fr7" We learn that 530 votes were cast
at Wyandott, on Monday last, 380 of
which were against the Lecompton Con-

stitution, with a still larger vote for the
Free State ticket Leavenworth gave
about 1,300 votes against the Lecompton
Constitution, and about 1,200 for the
State ticket Kickapoo, as usual gave
about 900 votes, few Missourians voting,
but boys and others voting three or four
times each. Different reports reach us
from Delaware, the last of which is to
the effect that the Teturns were not signed
by the proper officers, and would not be,
because of the gross frauds committed
there. There has been a rumor that a
poll was opened at Delaware crossing of
the Kansas river, but our present inform-
ation is to the effect that there were no
legal polls opened at that point We
are sanguine that Leavenworth county
has several hundred Free State major- -
ity.

Grand Lodge I. O. of O. F.
A meeting of Past Grands, of the L 0

of 0. F., i3 to he held at the Odd Fellows
Lodge, in this city, on the afternoon of the
13th inst, to complete arrangements for
the organization of a Grand Lodge in Kan
sas Territory. All P. G.'s, with proper
credentials, representing different Lodges
in Kansas, are invited to be present

03" The Soidhern Kansas Herald, print
ed at Osawatomie, published the ticket of
the Free State party, and says that it was
the determination of the District Conven-

tion to support it We learn that it was
done, and that it received nearly the en-

tire vote of the party in Lykins county,

07 We discontinue all subscriptions at
the expiration of the time for which pay-

ment is made. In consequence of three
weeks suspension in March last, the term
does not expire until three weeks later in
the season from what it would under other
circumstances.

05" The Topeka Legislature convened
last Tuesday, and adjourned on Wednes-
day last to Lawrence. It is now in ses-

sion in this city. Gov. BoBrxsos sent in
a jnessage recommending the Legislature
to preserve the government in tact, to meet
any contingency which may arise. We
have not yet seen a copy.

Walker Arrested.
Gen. Walkeb, the pirate, has .been

arrested, and brought back to the United
States. It is understood ' that the Secre

tary of State, Gen. Cass, is highly in-

censed at the arrest, and the probability
seems to be that Commodore Paulding
will be removed for his extra-judici- al

act

0"Mr. Wattles has been absent from
his post as one of the editors of the
Herald of Freedom, for the last six weeks,
and is no way responsible for anything
which has appeared in its columns, or
which may appear until his return.

ftr We cannot write this week. In
deed we have but little room if ever so

much inclined to. . The excessive labor of
the last few weeks will justify us in lay
ing-bac- one week. -

ftIt is reported that warrants are out
for the arrest of the judges and clerks of
the election at Kickapoo, Delaware..&c
for receiving votes, and certifying to false

returns made out in those precincts.

They should be arrested, and punished to

the extent of the law. -

r H. B. Stasdifobd, Esq., a mem-

ber of the Territorial Legislature from

Lykins county, died in Lecompton a few

days ago. He was a gentleman. highly- -

esteemed by his acquaintances, and his
place will be greatly missed in the body
with which he was connected, - ; r

;

Got. Denver's Message.

To the Council and House of Representa-

tives of the Territory of Kansas.
Tb e time having arrived when under

the law you are directed to convene for

the transaction of Legislative business,
that I should communi

cate to you my views on the condition

and wants of the Territory.
Having but recently arrived among you,

it can hardly be expected that I should
have that exact information In relation to
the internal affairs of the Tcrritoiy that a
longer residence would have afforded, bat
I have seen erjough to satisfy me that
much of the animosity and bittcfr feeling
now existing, proceeds more frote personal
hostility han from political "considerations.
These cad their origin, in the troubles
growing out of the first settlement of the
country, and th vindictive feeling then
engendered among the prominent actor?,
have in many instances sunk into personal
hatred. Thus you find the most bitter
feuds existing all over the country, which
when traced back are found to have origi-

nated in 6ome personal quarrel. The
Southern part of the Territory was lately
convulsed about a claim to a quarter sec-

tion of land. One roan with his friends
forcibly removed another from a claitn,
and for doing so they were arrested under
a writ issued by the United States Judges,
and held to bail for their appearance at
the next term of the Court to answer the
charges made against them. A cry of
persecution was immediately raised, and
this petty difficulty was soon elevated to
the dignity of a "war between the Free
State and Pro-slave-ry parties," and at one
time threatened to draw the whole Ter-
ritory iuto the quarrel. The difficulty
was not at first a political one, but it was
seized upon, as a pretext for their acts, by
those lawless and restless men who are
never satisfied except when engaged in
sorae broil or exciting trouble. The peace
of the country is the last thing such peo-
ple desire, and they eagerly seize on
every petty quarrel to disturb it. buch
actsare demoralizing in their effects on
the public mind, and it behooves every
good citizen to discountenance them, and
assist in bringing the actors to punish
ment. To quell these disturbances I
havs deemed it necessary to send a de-

tachment of United States troops into
the neighborhood, which has had the
effect to restore peace to the community.
The rumors of battles and killing of va-
rious persons, with which the country
was rife at the time, have proved to be
untrue; the marauders having confined
their operations to the indiscriminate plun
der oi inenas ana ioes

The affairs of Kansas have for a long
time attracted much of the attention of all
portions of the American Union; and it
is sincerely to be hoped that the troubles
which have heretofore existed among the
people of the Territory, are about to be
peaceably adjusted. After the long con-

tinued disturbances this will be a most
gratifying result and will give a new im-

petus to the prosperity and settlement of
the country. Settled, as this Territory
has been, by people from every portion of
the older States, many of whom enter-
tained extreme views on the question of
domestic slavery, it could hardly be ex-

pected that collision would not occur and
yet a spirit of tolerance such as has char-
acterized the people of our sister Territo-
ry, Nebraska, which was organized under
the same law, and where slavery exists to
almost, if not quite as great an extent as
it does here, might have prevented it
There all questions of public policv have
been determined by a resort to the ballot-bo- x,

and all parties have yielded a ready
acquiescence to such decision. Coercive
measures have never been resorted to
there; and whenever frauds have been
attempted at the elections application has
been made to the proper tribunals for cor-

rection, and in no instance, as far as my
information extends, without finding re-

dress. On these subjects the conduct of
the people of Nebraska Territory is wor-

thy of all commendation and I sincerely
hope that the great mass of the people of
this Territory will follow their example.

It is much to be regretted that the Fed-
eral government has been compelled to
interfere in your territorial affairs, and I
trust that such interference will not be
reouired in the future. A full and fair
expression of the wishes of the people,
by means of the ballot-bo- x, will settle all
these political differences, and during the
time that I may have control of the Ex-

ecutive authority here, nothing shall be
left undone to afford them an opportunity
to give such expression.

Much of the future peace and prosper-

ltv of this Territory depends on vour
legislative action ; and I hope that you
will be governed by calm judgment and
wise counsels. Hasty or partisan legisla
tion should be by all means avoided ; the
patriotic statesman will always bo gov
erned by considerations of public policy,
keening in view the necessities of the
whole people, so as to protect and bene
fit the meritorious, and at the same time
check and punish the vicious,

Before engaging in the business of leg-

islation, however, I will direct your at-

tention to the Constitution recently fram
ed bv a Convention sitting in this place.
The "second section of the schedule reads
as follows :

" Sec. 2. All lawsnvow of force in the
Territory of Kansas, which are not repug.
nant to this Constitution, shall continue
and be of force until altered, amended,
or repealed

.
by a Legislature assembled..i .i -- f ii.:. runaer tne ,provuiuu& ui mis onsuiu

tion."
This was signed on the 7th day of No

vember, 1857, and under its previsions
submitted to the people on the 21st day
of December last it was again submit
ted to a vote of the people by an act of
the Legislature, approved Dec. 17, 1857.
only one of the political parties voting at
a time on these propositions, and the oth-
ers absenting themselves from the polls.
In this condition it will probably be
sent to Congress, and it may be as well
for you to delay any important legislation
until vou can ascertain what action Con
gress will take in the premises; for should
Kansas be admitted as one of the States
of the Union, under this Constitution, it
would have the effect to nullify all your
acts and revive such as you may have re-
pealed. If, however, you shall conclude
to disregard this possible state of affaire.
it then becomes my duty to direct vour
attention to some matters on which legis
lative action may do necessary,

The criminal laws of the Territory
owing to the disturbed state of the coun
try, are at present the most important
x.very onence against tne laws should be
followed by speedy punishment and this
Ehould be commensurate with the degree
of crime committed. That philanthropy
wmcn seeKS to pardon criminals for the
purpose of reforming them, will never re-

duce their number or protect society from
their depredations; but sure and adequate
punishment is well calculated to deter
others from like practices. ; It is impos
sible, however, to enforce the criminal
laws without prisons in which to confine
the criminals. Your earliest efforts.
therefore,' should be directed to the col-
lection of revenue and the erection of
prisons. - : ;

I have been informed that an organiza
tion exist m this Territorv similar to
what is said to be the Danite organization
among the Aiormons. it is asserted that
the members are bound by the most sol
emn oaths and obligations to resist the
laws, take the lives of their fellow citi
zens, or commit any other act of violence
they may be directed to do by their lead- - j
ers. - I am nnwilUng to believe that such I

. ' j t t t -. , ...,.;,.. . I.r ' - w. s.

an organization could ever find an exist- -
ence in a civilized community ; but the
bare possibility of its existence, and the
fact that assassinations have recently been
perpetrated giving a color of truth to
the statement. shnnld Indnra vw w

give it your most serious attestioa,' tiy
allowing it to go without fcfetie there is
great danger, that tounter brganizatiofes
may be started,1 and thus the whole couh
try oe placed at the mercy of lawless and
irresponsible meit ;

The act for the invention and
of teiectionl fraudV passed at

Wur late session ought to be so amended
as to apply to those who may attempt
to deter men from voting by threats of
personal violence or otherjoaeans of intim-

idation. It ought, also, to provide a
punishment for . officers of the election
who shall fail, neglect or refuse" to send
nn the returns within.a specified time.

The election law ought also to be

amended so as to require every person to
vote at the precicnt near which he resides,
and in no case to be allowed to vote out
side of his own municipal township.
The number tf election precincts ought
to be increased so as to have them conve-

nient for the people to attend the polls.
At oresent there is only one precinct in
some of the counties, and the people of
the whole county are thus compelled to
so to that place to vote. This should be
corrected. The County Commissioners
should be authorized to establish as many
voting places as they may deem necessa-
ry ; and all county and township officers
ought to be elected by the people, v

A time should i fixed within which
election returns should be made. The
judges of election ought to make their re-- J
turns to the County clerts, and ceruned
abstracts of the same should be bv them
sent to the Secretary of the Territory.
Penalties should be imposed for the non-

performance of these duties, as also for
neglecting or refusing to serve as judges
of election when appointed. At present,
there is no provision of law authorizing an
election to fill a vacancy in any otbee, ex
cept where in consequence of a tie vote,
the people may have failed to elect This
is a very serious omission and ought to
be remedied.

The provisions of "an Act to provide
for the location of Territorial roads m the
Territory of Kansas," have not been com
plied with. They ought to be enforced
by affixing a penalty for official neglect in
such cases.

At present the law provides for four
justices of the peace, and but one consta
ble for each municipal township in which
there is an incorporated city. This should
be changed so that there should be two
justices and two costables in each town
ship, and special provisions should be made
for incorporated cities and towns, accor
ding to their population.

The organization and establishment of
common schools throughout the Terri-
tory, ought to receive every encourage
ment, and the land applicable to school
purposes ought to be protected, lhe du
ty of watching over and superintending
these lands should be imposed on the jus
tices of the peace and constables, and
they be held responsible for them, until
the school trustees shall be elected and
take charge of the same. Every precau
tion aught to be taken to preserve these
lands from depreciation, and apply them to
the very laudable purposes for which they
were intended.

I would call your attention to the ne
cessity of devising means to build up a
1 emtonal Library at the seat of govern-
ment, which should be placed under the
control of the Secretary, who is the prop
er custodian of the books and archives,
By requiring every person to whom a
commission may be issued, to pay a small
fee to the Library Fund, a considerable sum
may be realized every year, and it would
not be long until you would have a Libra-
ry of great value.

These are some of the chief objects to
which I desire to call your attention at
this time, and it will afford me pleasure at
all times to with you in the en-

actment of all just and proper laws within
the sphere of the powers conferred bv the
Organic act That act is to the Territory
what a constitution is to an organized
State. Its authority is paramount and
cannot be transcended by us. The powers
it confers are specific and must not be dis
regarded. It is in fact the chart bv which
we must shape our course. So long, there
fore, as we shall limit our official action to
its provisions, listen to wise counsels,
avoid hasty legislation, pursue such
course as will give security to the lives,
liberty and property of the people, lay
aside personal animosities for the public
good, and hold the lerntotial officers to i

strict accountability for the faithful execu
tion of the laws, we can have nothing to
fear. It may be in your power to restore
tranquility and insure prosperity to the
Territory, or you may establish a reign of
terror which will be disastrous to all the
best interests of the people, who have en
trusted you with legislative authority.
Such is the condition of affairs in the
Territory at this time. Shall reason, or
passion prevail? J. W. DENVER.

Secretary and Acting Governor.

Executive Office,
Lecompton, K. T., Jan. 4th, 1858.

From the Xtw York Timet.
Walker.

Governor Walker's career in Kansas is
closed. His letter of resignation, which
we published yesterday, gives very cogent
reasons for surrendering the office which
less than nine months ago, he accepted
at the urgent solicitation of President Bu
chanan. Under the circumstances of the
case, we concur with Governor Walker in
the propriety of his resignation. For
himself, personally, it would have been
much better to have remained in Kansas.
proceeding steadily in the discharge of
his duties, and awaiting there whatever
new instructions the President might see
fit to send him. He left the office, how
ever, in able hands, and the wise and
firm manner in which Secretary Stanton
has met tne emergency has obviated all
the evil consequences which might natu-
rally have been anticipated from the Gov-
ernor's abandonment of his position at so
critical a moment

When Gov. Walker was appointed to
this post, on the 24th of March last, the
limes declared that it would "judge him
solely and exclusively by his acts." This
we have endeavored to do. Some of his
proceedings we have felt constrained to
disapprove. But of his career, as
whole, we believe the result warrants the
most hearty and emphatic commendation.
He encountered obstacles of the most for
midable character, and met them with
marked ability and unflinching courage.
ile vanquunea aimcoities which had
proved fatal to every one of his predeces
sors, and reaeemea tne omce from the
degradation and contempt into which it
had fallen, lie allied himself with no
party, and, as a natural consequence, he
encountered at the outset the distrust and
hostility of all. But he insisted noon
justice to the people of Kansas, without
regard to party and, m the end. he se
cured the respect and the confidence of
the most intelligent, and the most public- -
spirited of the inhabitants of the new
J. emiory. j euuer aenunciations, threats,
nor flattery had any effect upon his 'con
duct : the violent and most discreditable
abuse that was heaped upon him by the
writers and correspondents in1 the Free
State interest did not prevent him from se-
curing to that party the full and fair exer-
cise of their suffrage--n- or did the threats
of personal violence, which ' were freely
made against him by the reckless ruffians

. i i - . ... , ..v.i.rj tt ,1 :

in the Pro-Slave-ry interest, deter him
from extending to them his official protec-
tion from the resentment of their political
opponent.

Woveftor Walker's hrst act upba
reaching Kansas was to urge the people of
the whle-Territor- y tb take an active
part in the election for members of ta
Ajwuouvuuouai toveauon. j niortunate- -

iur lucmsenu auu lor me countrv, the
Free State Party, acting under the lead
of its most violent men, refused to do so
Subsequent event have shown that but
for this unfortitQate abstention they,
would have - had majority in th
Convention, and would have been able to
frame a Constitution in every way pat?,
factory to the people under wh'ich tn
State would have been at once admittdL
Their refusal to vote threw the ConVeh-tio- n

into the hands of the ultra
Partyi.whiie it did not in the least

invalidate the iegality of its action. Gov.
Walker, however, did not relax his efforts"

to secure justice for the people, and that
complete control over their own affairs
which had been selemnly guaranteed to
them by the fundamental law. His off-
icial proclamations and personal efforts
preserved the public peace, against the
efforts, of the professional agitators of
both parties ; and his impartial adminis-
tration' of the laws commanded tho re
sped and confidence even of those whose
partisan schemes were frustrated by its
action.

Now that his career is closed, we think
the whole country will award to Gover-
nor Walker the praise of having fulfilled
the duties of a most difficult position,
with singular ability and very marked
success. His letter of resignation shews
conclusively that he abandons his office
only because of a remarkable aud sudden
change of policy on the part of the Pres-
ident of the United States. For him-

self, he adheres to the principles which
he was expressly authorized and instruct-
ed to carry into the administration of
Kansas affairs.

For the Herald of Freedom.
Tho Truth from Fort Scon.

Fobt Scott, K. T., Jan. 1st, 1858.

G. W. Bbowx, Esq. Dear Sib : I
have too good an opinion of your charac-

ter to believe that you will refuse me an

opportunity to correct some
into which some unreliable inform-

ant has led you and your neighbor. I
allude to your account of the difficulty

that occurred in this County about the

middle of last month. The best way to

correct those will be to

state briefly the facts as they transpired.

A citizen's court, as the correspondent

of your cotemporary calls it had been

engaged in adjudicating "claims" on the

Little Osage, in violation of law. They

arrested persons, went through the forms

of trial, instituted fines, ousted from

and decreed banishment On

complaint, writs were put in the hands of

the Sheriff and Deputy Marshal against

the persons engaged in these unlawful

proceedings. When the Marshal went to

serve these writs he was resisted by

threats. He made several attempts, in-

creasing his posse each time. At last his

posse, with that of the Sheriff, amounted

to about forty men, most of whom were

from this town. If there were any Mis-

sourians along.. they could not have num-

bered more than two or three. I know

there were about that number here on

business about that time.
The persons for whom writs were had,

together with some friends, numbering in
all about forty, were fortified in a sort of
log fort The Marshal, in his official ca-

pacity, held a conference with their lead-

ers, informed them of the nature of his

errand, and the consequences of resist-

ance, and received answer that they

would not surrender. He had hardly re-

turned to his posse before afire of Sharpe'a

rifles was opened on him from the fort.

After thirty shots had been received, (but

not till then) the Marshal ordered his

men to return the fire, which was done.

Fortunately it is not true that Marshal

Little was shot The horse of one of

his posse received a dangerous wouiid,

and its owner was Btunned on the arm

with a rifle-bal- l. I cannot ascertain def-

initely whether any of the other party

were hurt or not
The statement that Gen. G. W. Clabke

has been acting as Deputy Sheriff, co-

llecting taxes, seizing the cattle of Free

State men, driving them into town and

selling at a sacrifice to men

has not one word of truth in it Gen.

Clarke has acted in no such capacity, and

has done no such thing. , He has kept

himself in town, devoting himself strictly

to his private business.
The presence of Capt. Sxtbgis here,

with his companies of Cavalry, has had

the good effect of giving confidence and

quiet to the country. Well d;srysed

persons of all parties are glad they are

here. Hastily, &c,
GEO. A. CRAWFOIiD.

07 The vote on the 2lst of December,

for the Lecompton Constitution with and

without slavery, will equal about 6,000

votes. Five thousand five hundred of

these, at least, were by ts of

the Territory.
The vote on Monday last "Against the

Lecompton Constitution," will equal 10,- -

000 or 12,000, every one of which repre

sents a legal voter.

Trouble at Fort Scott.
We publish in another place a letter

from Fort Scott, in regard to the late

difficulties in that locality. We know

nothing of the troubles personally ; hare
given such versions of the affair as have

reached us, and when the excitement

shall have wholly died away, we trust we

shall be able to arrive at the truth, though

we have little hope of doing it prior to

that time.

OCT Subscribers finding a cross on their

papers, or wrapper, will understand that
their time of subscription has expired,

and, if they please, they will also under

stand it as a very polite invitation to re

new their subscriptions j that two dollars,

in current bank notes, will secure them

the Herald of Freedom far another year.

fcT Lawrence Lodge of Good Templars

initiated seventeen members last Mocday

night The Order is prospering finely.

E. D. Lapp, Esq., is W. C. T., and Miss

L.S. Hall. W. S. - The Lodge in Law

rence must now number full one hundred

members." . They have changed their place

of, meeting to Masonic HslL owing to tne

want of room in the Odd Fellows HalL


